
I. Community (17)
A. Through and in Jesus Christ (21)

1. The Christian seeks his justification not in self, but Jesus Christ alone. (22)
2. The Christian comes to others only through Jesus Christ. (23)
3. When Christ took on flesh, he took on our being - Now we are in him. (24)

B. Not an Ideal but a Divine Reality (26)
1. There is danger in “wish dreams.” (27)
2. We are to be defined as a community of thanksgiving. (29)
3. Community, like sanctification, grows progressively as it abides in Christ. (30)

C. A Spiritual not a Human Reality (31)
1. In the community of the Spirit, the Word of God alone rules. (32)
2. A community of the Spirit is characterized by spiritual love. (34)
3. We must be aware of the distinction between spiritual and human love. (37)

II. The Day with Others (40)
A. The Day’s Beginning (40)

1. Each new day is a reminder to praise the one who has blessed us with it. (41)
2. Common life under the Word begins with common worship. (42)

a) The Secret of the Psalter (44)
(1) The Psalms are both God’s Word and a prayer to God. (44)
(2) The Psalter is the prayer book of Jesus Christ. (46)
(3) The Psalter teaches us how to pray. (47)

(a) It teaches us what prayer means. (47)
(b) It teaches us what should be the content of our prayers. (47)
(c) It teaches us how to pray in community. (48)

b) Reading the Scriptures (50)
(1) Scripture is a whole, and should be used as such. (51)
(2) Even the shortest of readings contain a depth that cannot be plumbed. (52)
(3) The lectio continua should be adopted as a practice so that the whole might be read. (52)
(4) It is through reading of Scripture that our place in the story is revealed, and God meets with 

us. (52)
(5) Our practice should result in pointing to God, and not to self. (56)

c) Singing the New Song (57)
(1) The new song must be first sung in the heart. (58)
(2) The congregation must worship together, focused on the object of their worship rather than 

the giftedness of a few. (60)
d) Saying our Prayers Together (61)

(1) Our prayer should be intercessory and free. (63)
(2) It is essential to pray when the desire to do so is absent. (64)
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B. The Fellowship of the Table (66)
1. We are to know Jesus through the fellowship of the table. (66)

a) We are to know him as the giver of all gifts. (66)
b) We are to know him as the ultimate gift - the true bread of life. (67)
c) We are to know him as truly present in the fellowship. (67)

2. The fellowship of the table is a time of celebration and anticipation. (68)
C. The Day’s Work (69)
D. Noonday and Evening (72)

1. We are to be thankful for the gifts given throughout the day. (73)
2. We are to strive for unity and quell dissension before the day comes to a close. (74)

III. The Day Alone (76)
A. Solitude and Silence (77)

1. Meditation (81)
a) Meditation allows us to be alone with God’s Word. (81)
b) Provides an opportunity to think deeply about smaller sections of Scripture. (83)
c) Meditation allows God’s word to enter in and remain with us. (83)

2. Prayer (84)
3. Intercession (85)

a) Intercession unites us as brothers. (86)
b) Intercession is a daily service owed to God and our brother. (87)

B. The Test of Meditation (88)
IV. Ministry (90)

A. The Ministry of Holding One’s Tongue (91)
B. The Ministry of Meekness (94)

1. The Ministry of Listening (97)
2. The Ministry of Helpfulness (99)
3. The Ministry of Bearing (100)
4. The Ministry of Proclaiming (103)
5. The Ministry of Authority (108)

V. Confession and Communion (110)
A. Breaking Through to Community (112)
B. Breaking Through to the Cross (113)
C. Breaking Through to Certainty (115)
D. To Whom Confess? (118)

1. Two Dangers (120)
2. The  Joyful Sacrament (120)
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Questions for Thought

Chapter 1:

• What is Bonhoeffer’s thesis statement?
• What is the stated purpose for the gathering of the church?
Chapter 2:

• Bonhoeffer stated that the Psalms are to be understood as Christ’s prayer through his church. What is your 
reaction/response to that thought?

• What is the importance of the concept of lectio continua?
• Does Bonhoeffer hold to the Reformation principle of sola scriptura?
• Is Bonhoeffer’s exhortation on corporate singing relevant today? If so, what should it look like?
• Bonhoeffer repeatedly emphasizes the concept of prayer in community. Why is this essential to his 

argument?
Chapter 3:

• What is meant by the paradox on p. 77? What are we to learn/
• “There is such a thing as forbidden, self-indulgent silence, a proud, offensive silence.” (80) Is there a 

connection between this statement and Bonhoeffer’s immediate context? If so, what is the application for 
us?

• What is the distinction between intercession and prayer? Why/is it important? What should intercession 
look like in the Christian community?

Chapter 4:

• How does Bonhoeffer use the word “ministry” in this chapter?
• The ministry of proclaiming and authority seem to fall under the heading of “meekness” - how is that 

significant/counter-cultural?
• Luther said, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful 

servant of all, subject to all.” How does Bonhoeffer’s thought reflect or differ from that concept? (100-3)
• How is authority to be properly understood and exercised in the Christian community? How is this different 

than the world’s interpretation of authority?
Chapter 5:

• Why does Bonhoeffer place such an emphasis on confession?
• What does Bonhoeffer mean by the statement that we are given new life in confession (115)? In his view, 

how are baptism and confession related?
• What are the two dangers that face a community that practices confession? How can we avoid those 

dangers?
• How does the eucharist bind together the Christian community? Does Bonhoeffer place too high of a place 

to the table?
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